Magistrates’ Courts: Judiciary
Republic of South Africa

DETERMINATIONS FOR THE ADMISSION

OF GUILTY FINES

NATIONAL VELD AND FOREST FIRE ACT 101 OF 1998

ARTICLE

DESCRIPTION

FINE or PENALTY

25(1)

Any person who lights, uses or maintains a fire in
the open air in contravention of section 10(2), is
guilty of a first category offence

Issue a J534 and
open a docket

25(2)(a)

Any person who, in the open air leaves unattended
a fire which he or she lit, used or maintained before
that fire is extinguished, is guilty of a second
category offence

R1500.00 or issue a

J534 and

docket

open

25(2)(b)

Any person who, in the open air lights, uses or
maintains a fire, whether with or without permission
of the owner, which spreads and causes injury or
damage, is guilty of a second category offence

R1500.00

25(2)(c)

Any person who, throws, puts down or drops a
burning match or other burning material or any
material capable of spontaneous combustion or self
which spreads and causes injury or damage, is
guilty of a second category offence

R1500.00

25(2)(d)(i)

Any person who, in the open air lights, uses or
maintains a fire in a road reserve other than in a
fireplace which has been designated by a
competent authority, is guilty of a second category
offence

R1500.00

25(2)(d)(ii)

Any person who, in the open air lights, uses or
maintains a fire in a road reserved for a purpose of
other than the burning of a firebreaks in terms of
section 12 to 16, is guilty of a second category
offence

R1500.00

25(2)(e)

Any person who in the open air smokes where
smoking is by notice prohibited is guilty of a second
category offence

R1500.00

25(3)(a)

Any person who fails to prepare a firebreak when
obliged to do so in terms of section 12(1) or 14 is
guilty of a second category offence

R1500.00

25(3)(b)

Any person who fails to give notice of intention to
burn a firebreak in terms of section 12(1)(b), is guilty
of a second category offence

R1500.00




| 25(3)(c)

Any person who burns a firebreak when the fire
protection association has objected in terms of
section 12(4)(a), is guilty of a second category
offence

R1500.00

25(3)(d)

Any person who fails to inform adjoining owners of
the matters referred to in section 12(5), is guilty of a
second category offence

R1500.00

25(4)(a)

Any person who fails to meet the standards of
readiness for the fire fighting referred to in section
17(1), is guilty of a second category offence

R1500.00

25(4)(b)

Any person who fails to notify to the persons
referred to in section 18(1)(a), is guilty of a second
category offence

R1500.00

25(4)(c)

Any person who refuses to assist the fire protection
officer or a forest officer in terms of section 18(3)(b)
or (18(4)(b), is guilty of a second category offence

R1500.00

25(4)(d)

Any person who hinders or obstructs any person
referred to in section 18(2) or any fire protection
officer referred to in section 19(3) or any forest
officer referred to in section 18(4), is guilty of a
second category offence

R1500.00

25(5)

Any owner, occupiers or person in control of land on
which a fire occurs who fails to take reasonable
steps to extinguish the fire or to confine it to that
land or to prevent it from causing damage to
property on adjoining land, is guilty of a first
category offence

R1500.00 or issue a

J534 for

major

damage and open a

docket

25(6)(a)

Any person who prevents a fire protection officer,
forest officer, police officer, traffic officer or an
officer appointed in terms of section 5 or 6 of Fire
Brigade SERVICE Act, 1987(Act no 99 of 1987),
from acting in terms of section 27, 28 or 29 is guilty
of a third category offence

R1000.00

25(6)(b)

Any person who in any way interferes with him
or her in the performance of his or her duties in
terms of section 27, 28 or 29, is guilty of a third
category offence

R1000.00




